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AMERICAN ART JOURNAL* 



CONCERTS. 

■ wehli's matinee at Wallace's theater. 

The announcement of the Farewell Matinee of 
the popular and wonderful pianist, James M. 
Wehli, attracted a large and brilliant audience to 
Wallack's Theater, comprising the most promi- 
nont ladies of the fashionable world. Our elite 
of society have been so overtaxed with Matinees, 
Soirees, Operas, Concerts and reunions for the last 
six weeks, that it needed some strong excitement, 
such as the reappearance of Wehli, to charm them 
from their retirement. 

Wehli was assisted by Mr. Richard Hoflman, 
Mrs. Marie Abbott, Mile, de Gebelc, Mr. Campbell 
and Mr. Castle. Of course, Mr; Wehli was the 
centre of attraction, and won on this occasion, as 
. on all others, the most enthusiastic admiration. 
All his pieces were encored, the ladies of the 
audience using their hands with a vehemence 
altogether unusual. We have so often spoken of 
the unrivaled brilliancy, the unerring accuracy, 
and the exquisite coloring of Mr. Wehli's playing, 
that nothing is left for us to say, but that in all 
these points he was as great as ever, and that we 
listen to him always with Increased delight, and 
to his left hand solos with undiminished wonder. 
His new compositions, "The Streamlet" and 
"Heather-bells," are graceful, charming and ef- 
fective pieces, and under his exquisitely delicate 
' and sensitivo touch, they are positively fascinat- 
ing. Wehli's playing is so consummate in its 
artistic finish, that it never tires the hearer, but 
begets a craving desire to hear more, which ac- 
counts for his extraordinary popularity wherever 
he has played, in public or private, throughout 
the country. 

Thalbcrg's Norma Duet for two pianos, by 
Richard Hollman and Wehli, was as perfect an 
example of piano-forte playing as the world can 
offer at this day. Their lingers seemed guided by 
0110 mind; in tone and expression, in delicacy; 
accuracy and brilliancy, and In all the tine artistic 
shadings which give the crowning linish to a per- 
formance, they left no perfection to be desired or 
imagined. • It is needless to say that the duct was 
repeated on demand by acclamation. 

We bid farewoll to Mr. Wehli with much regret, 
for he has maintained among us so invariably the 
genuine bearing cf a true artist and gentleman. 
We are glad, however, to learn that he purposes 
to return in the Fall, bringing with him, probably, 
some artists, in order to renew the successes 
which have attended his career in the United 
States. 

CLASSICAL CHAMBER MUSIC. 

The sixth and last soiree of classical chamber 
music was given at DodwOrth's Hall on the 25th 
inst. The attendance was far from numerous, 
possibly for the reason that the sixth soiree fol- 
lowed so immediately upon the filth, thus inter- 
. tormg with previous engagements. That it should 
. be so is unfortunate, for the last soiree was one of 
the most delightful ol the series. The quartette 
by Schumann is one of his most effective works 
fresh, melodious, and full of invention, with a 
fluency of imagination that keeps up the interest 
to tbo close. It was admirably played, the ar- 
tists being en rapport with each other in every 
particular. J 

Schubert's Trio for piano, in B flat, is a lovely 
composition, broad and varied in sentiment, me- 
lodious and full of passion and expression. The 
artists played this with a loving spirit, bringing 
out all its beautiful points, with emphasis, faste 
ami . feeling. Mr. William Mason has rarely 
played better in public than on this occasion. 
We think the general effect would have been bet- 
ter if the cover of the piano had been raised. 

The last selection was Beethoven's Quartette in 
B flat. Beethoven always receives full justice at 
tho hands of the artists, Thomas, Moseuthal, 
Matzka and Bergner, and on this occasion their 
performance was unexceptionable. This pro- 
gramme had no weak or hard spot in it; on the 
contrary, it gave general satisfaction, for the 
music was such as all could feel and understand. 
We. trust that next season tho subscription list 
•of these classical chamber soirees will bo trebled. 



If the selections were less recondite at times, if 
the lighter works of the classical writers were 
sometimes sandwiched between the graver com- 
positions, they would prove more generally 
attractive, and would surely bring in many who 
though lovers of the classical in art, are not deep- 
ly dyed in the wool of classical musical purism. 

THIRD ORGAN CONCERT AT IRVING HALL. 

The third Organ Concert at Irving Hall attracted 
ah overflowing audience on Sunday evening last, 
and was in every way a great success. These 
concerts are gaining rupid'y in public estimation, 
and promise to become a regular and recognized 
institution. The performing artists were Mrs. 
Marie Abbott, Mr. W. Castie, Mr. S. a Campbell, 
Mr. Jules Lumbard, and Mr. Geo. W. Morgan, 
with Mr. G. W. Colby as conductor. 

Mrs. Marie Abbott, generally a very reliable 
singer, was on this occasion out of voice, and was 
not, consequently, as successful as usual, although 
her good training enabled her to make her efforts 
acceptable, both in her solos and the concerted 
music. The same cause, probably the tickle, tithi! 
weather, rendered Mr. Castle's voice somewhat 
uncertain, but he rallied well and delivered the 
Cnjus Animum to the satisfaction of all. 

Mr. Campbell was in first-rate voice — basses are 
tougher than tenors— and sung with great spirit 
and most excellent taste. Mr. Campbell has pre- 
sented marked evidence of improvement in every 
respect during the past few months. Mr. Jules 
Lmnbard's noble bass voice acknowledged, in 
some measure, the influence of the changeableness 
of the weather— we retract what we said about 
tho toughness of basses— to this degree, no more, 
that he was compelled to decline the hearty encore 
tendered to him tor his singing ot the "Fall of 
Zion." In the trio from William Tell, his voice 
seemed to recover its full vigor, and rolled out so 
glorious a volume of tune that its praise was on 
every one's tongue. It is iare that three such 
fine male singers are heard at one concert, and 
those who do not hear them lose a most enjoyable 
performances. 

Mr. George W. Morgan, not being subject to 
therinometncal influences, played splendidly. He 
treats the not very large organ with as much 
deference as though it were double the size, and 
makes it speak better things for itself than any 
other man in America can do. His selections 
were in excellent taste, hitting that happy medium 
between the recondite and tlie familiar. Luckily 
for him, he is so perfect a master that all his 
selections suit him, so that he is never heard to a 
disadvantage. He was, as usual, vehemently 
applauded and encored. The concert, altogether, 
was delightful. • 

Next Sunday the fourth organ concert will be 
given at Irving Hall, with the same artists assist- 
ing. It will be the last appearance of Mr. Lum- 
bard, who is called South on imperative business. 

GRAND COMPLIMENTARY TESTIMONIAL CONCERT. 

A grand complimentary Testimonial Concert 
will be given this evening at Irving Hall, to Miss 
Nettie Sterling, one of the most rising smirers of 
the day. Miss Sterling has appeared once or 
twice at semi-public concerts, and the sensation 
created by her magnificent contralto voice and 
her artistic singing was great and general, and 
c'.early pointed out public life as her true vocation. 
A strong and very general interest is tell in the 
success of this concert, the result of which will be 
a crowded and brilliant audience. 

Miss Sterling will be assisted by Signor Mazzo- 
leni, Signor Centameri, Mr. Richard Hoffman, and 
Mr. G. W. Walter, organist. A most attractive 
list of names. 

CLOSE OP THE GERMAN OPERA SEASON. 

Mr. Leonard Grover's opera season of two 
weeks closed with one act of Tannhauser and the 
Magic Flute on Friday night last. Sandwiched 
between the last nights ol Maretzek*s and the first 
nights ofGrau's opera, the German company 
necessarily had many chances against, them. 
Their success was, consequently, only moderate, 
while their merits deserved a much more brilliant 



result. The company contains, many excellent, 
though not first-class singers, but all are musicians 
and earnest, pains-taking artists. With less 
brilliance than the Italian artists, and voices infe- 
rior in quality, tbey sing and act with spirit and 
fidelity, presenting with the other departments, so 
excellent in every respect, an ensemble so satisfy- 
ing, that we are content to put up with the want 
of high individual excellence. Mine. Jobannsen, 
Maie. Rotter, Hableman, Himuier, and Hermans, 
are well educated and able artists, and their 
efforts during this short season have won and 
deserved a very cordial approbation; 

Tho choruses, aided by several German singing 
societies, were more competent and impressive 
than any we have heard upon the Academy stage. 
In William Tell, especially, their performance was 
wonderfully grand and effective. The orchestra, 
under the very able direction of Mr. Newndrot; 
was remarkably good. Great care was taken !o 
achieve artistic coloring and broad eficcts, and 
the overtures were truly specialities, so spiritedly 
and brilliantly were they given. Though the 
public did not give that liberal support which the 
undertaking deserved, Mr. Grover may rest satis- 
fied that his exertions have been warmly appre- 
ciaied by those who witnessed his performances, 
and we are confident that at a proper season he 
can return and achieve a brilliant success, lor his 
spirit, under adverse circumstances, has won tho 
confidence of the public. 
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THE BROTHERS POZNANSKI IN 
SOUTH. 

We have received papers from Charleston, 
Savannah, Augusta, Nashville, &c, containing 
critical notices of the concerts of the pianist and 
violinist, Joseph and Isaac Poznanski. We are 
delighted to find that these earnest and excel- 
lent young artists, are everywhere meeting with 
the most flattering success. Their Concerts have 
been largely attended, and the journals are 
unanimous and warm in their encomiums of 
their performances. The criticisms which wo 
append are rather exaggerated in their expres- 
sions ; but they indicate the impression made by 
tho artists on their audiences. The Augusta 
Constitutionalist writes : 

"Joseph Poznanski, the pianist, has a mascu- 
line, brilliant, passionate mastery of his instru- 
ment, and fairly wreaked his soiil in the expres- 
sion of its melodious eloquence and pathos. 

" I. B. Poznanski, the violinist, is, if anything, 
more subdued than his gifted -brother, 'but of 
equal excellence. Nothing can exce'ed the deli- 
cacy, the grace, the poetry of Ins playing. 
Anon the violin rang like a cymbal and again 
melted away into the liquid mellifluence of 
golden bells. 

" Madame Varian Hoffman sang divinely. 
Her voice is pure, full, and marvelously sweet. 
None of the opera prima donne recently with us 
could approach her either in magnificent personal 
beauty or wondrous wealth of song." 

The Augusta Daily Chronicle & Sentinel 
writes: 

"Mr. Joseyh Poznanski, the brilliant pianist, 
is possessed of artistic genius of the very highest 
order ; his style closely resembles that of Tlin'l- 
berg, especially in the extreme delicacy of touch, 
particularly noticeable in the execution of the 
air in ' L'Elisere d'Amore,' and in the masterly 
manner in which ho attacked and overcame tho 
difficulties in the variations, the crowning tri- 
umph of which was the extraordinary rapid 
manipulation in the finale. In the execution of 
this and other selections from his repertoire, Mr. 
Poznanski proved that he well merits the bril- 
liant reputation he has acquired as one of the 
greatest pianists of the age. 

" Mr. I. B. Poznanski is a worthy disciple of his 
distinguished master, the world renowned Henry 
Viouxumps, and we have no hesitation in saying 
that with tho exception of his great tutor, Mr. 
Poznanski takes equal rank with any violinist 
who has ever visited this country since Sivori 
delighted us with his magic bow.. Mr. Poznan- 



